
CITIES AND SELF-ORGANIZATION
 International Conference // ROME, 11th - 12 th - 13th December 2017

9.30 – 10.00
Welcome to the conference / Prof. Daniela D’Alessandro (Director of the DICEA – Dept. of Civil, Building and 
Environmental Engineering, Sapienza University of Rome), Gabriella Esposito De Vita (IRISS CNR, AESOP TG 
Coordinator)
Introduction to the conference / Carlo Cellamare (Sapienza University of Rome)

SESSION 1 / Historical and cultural roots of self-organization in the city
10.00 - 10.20

10.20 -11.00 
Keynote Speech_Historical and cultural roots of the self-organized city / Prof. Giancarlo Paba (University of 
Florence)

11.00 - 12.30 
Presentations
_Città e territorio: pratiche di autostrutturazione in Sicilia (1958-1970). Danilo Dolci e il “Centro di Studi e iniziative sulla 
piena occupazione” / Francesca Leder 
_Parallel city – social and cultural survival of Albanians in Kosovo during 90’s / Eliza Hoxha 
_Negotiating Distance in Public Space between Hegemony and Self-Organization: The Role of Public Space in 
Transforming Cairo’s Power Mesh / Mohamed Saleh 
_Re-discovering the hidden image of the city through social media. Alicante: Activeness and Values / Jesús López 
Baeza, Pablo Martí, Almudena Nolasco-Cirugeda, Leticia Serrano-Estrada, Carlos Pastor García
_The role of self-organization in post-disaster reconstruction process / Nora Annesi, Annalisa Rizzo, Matteo Scamporrino

MON. 11.12.2017
Sapienza University of Rome, Faculty of Engineering, v. Eudossiana 18, “Sala degli Affreschi”

Introduction to the session / Lidia Decandia (University of Sassari), Ferdinando Fava (University of Padova), 
Barbara Pizzo (Sapienza University of Rome), Stefano Portelli (Marie Curie Fellowship, Harvard University)



15.00 - 19.30 
Field Trip 
_“Ex SNIA Viscosa Lake” and its local network
_“Piscine di Torre Spaccata” neighbourhood and its Local Development Committee

09.30 - 10.00 
Introduction to the section / Francesca Cognetti (Politecnico di Milano), Luca Lo Re (Sapienza Università di 
Roma), Adriana Goni Mazzitelli (University of Uruguay Montevideo, Third University of Rome), Andrea Staid 
(NABA Milano)

TUE. 12.12.2017
Sapienza University of Rome, Faculty of Architecture, piazza Borghese 9, “Aula Magna”

10.00 -10.45 
Keynote Speech_The Challenges of collaboration and democratic participation in turbulent and unsettled times  
/ Prof. Sophie Watson (The Open University of London)

11.00 - 12.30 
Presentations
_[Un]settling Institutions. How Artist Movements Change Urban Cultural Politics / Nikolai Roskamm, Friederike Landau 
M.A. 
_Self-organized practices for complex urban transformation. The case of Bagnoli in Naples, Italy / Stefania Ragozino, 
Andrea Varriale, Gabriella Esposito De Vita
_Liminal urbanities: tensioning the field of urbanism from ethnographic and didactic experiences in the margins of 
Brazilian cities / Thaís Troncon Rosa
_Reframing urban planning from the bottom-up: two case-studies from the Emilia-Romagna region (Italy) / Elisa 
Conticelli, Stefania Proli   
_Counteracting Ingrained Practices of Community Development in the US South The Case of Klondike/Smokey City in 
Memphis TN, USA / Antonio Raciti
_A Civic Fusion Approach to Urban Social Conflict / Susan Podziba

Introduction and AESOP TG PSUC presentation / Sabine Knierbein (TU Wien) and Burcu Yigit Turan (SLU 
Uppsala) - TG Representatives

SESSION 2 / Searching for an “enabling” space. Dialogues and bridges between institutions 
and self-organization practices for a collaborative territorial planning and management

12.30 - 13.30   Discussion
13.30 - 15.00   Lunch

14.30 - 15.00

12.30 - 13.30   Discussion
13.30 - 14.30   Lunch

Roundtable_Searching for an “enabling” space. Dialogues and bridges between institutions and self-
organization practices for a collaborative territorial planning and management / Discussants: Sabine Knierbein 
(TU Wien), Burcu Yigit Turan (SLU Uppsala), Stefania Ragozino (IRISS CNR)

15.00 - 17.00

Contributions
_Rebuilding Camerino Workshop, Marianella Sclavi, Agnese Bertello, Stefana Lattuille
_CO-Roma, enable collaborative processes in the city / Paola Cannavò
_From urban involution to generative policies / Angela Barbanente, Valeria Monno
_Who is playing? Collaboration networks in Lisbon BIP/ZIP program / Ana Carolina C. Farias
_Collaborative Practices and Participation in Urban Regeneration of Small and Medium-sized Cities in Romania / Oana-
Ramona Ilovan, Paul Mutică, Cristian Emanuel Adorean
_Are do they (too) competent? The case of Giambellino-Lorenteggio regeneration project in Milan / Alice Ranzini



Session “Self-organized Rome” / Introduction and coordination: Riccardo Troisi, Marco Calabria, Gianluca 
Carmosino (comune-info.net), Enzo Scandurra, Carlo Cellamare, Virginia Benvenuti

17.00 - 19.00

[S.Cu.P. SportCulturaPopolare (Popular Sports Culture) - Via della Stazione Tuscolana, 84, Rome]
from 20.30   Dinner at SCup!

09.30 - 10.00 
Introduction to the section / Giovanni Attili (Sapienza University of Rome), Carlo Cellamare (Sapienza 
University of Rome), Elena Ostanel (Marie Curie Fellow Iuav di Venezia)

WED. 13.12.2017
Sapienza University of Rome, Faculty of Engineering, v. Eudossiana 18, “Sala degli Affreschi”

SESSION 3 / Powers and terrains of ambiguity in the field of urban self-organization today

10.00 -10.45 
Keynote Speech_Building the Progressive City One Neighborhood at a Time: The Story of the East St. Louis 
Action Research Project / Prof. Kenneth Reardon (University of Massachusetts Boston)

11.00 - 12.30 
Presentations
_Impact on the urban context of citizen appropriation strategies in collective spaces / Juan Arana
_Self-organised Collectives. Distribution in Organisational Work and Decision-making / Ágota Barabás, Anna Kreuzer, 
Mert Can Yilmaz
_The creative paradigm in urban resistance: how art can legitimate and protect informal spaces. The cases of Metropoliz 
in Rome and Cavallerizza Reale in Turin / Francesca Bragaglia and Karl Krähmer
_Transcending hierarchical spatialities: Palestinian and Syrian refugees between camps and urban spaces / Stefano 
Fogliata 
_Commoning as enabling space: the Ballaro’s experience / Giancarlo Gallitano 
_Making the city of commons: popular economies between urban conflicts and capitalistic accumulation. An 
ethnographic perspective from Argentina / Alioscia Castronovo 

Roundtable_Powers and terrains of ambiguity in the field of urban self-organization today / Discussants: 
Gabriella Esposito De Vita (IRISS CNR), Elina Kraenzle (TU Wien), Maria Anita Palumbo (Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Architecture de Saint-Étienne)

13.30 - 15.00   Lunch
12.30 - 13.30   Discussion

15.00 - 17.00   

_Beyond dichotomies, in the search for a common path toward social-ecological care: Lessons from the Simeto River 
Agreement in Sicily, IT / Filippo Gravagno, Giusy Pappalardo
_Chances and challenges of participative urban development in post-socialist cities / Havadi-Nagy Kinga Xénia

Contributions
_Regulating self-organization. How a municipal law can deal with right to the city and spatial justice / Chiara Belingardi  
_A relational approach to the study of the urban commons: the case of the Escocesa Cultural Center in Barcelona / 
Iolanda Bianchi 
_Temporary use of spaces in transition: Narratives from Santiago / Marisol García 
_The ambiguity of urban informality in the Global North: housing illegality and organized crime in northern Italy / 
Francesco Chiodelli 
_Planning for austerity? Neighbourhood activation in post-crash urban Britain / Andrew Wallace 
_From practices to the theory: which form for the Common? / Romano Alessandro 
_Organizing and representing the ‘performative plan’. The Project Building a Proposition for Future Activities between 
two Diagrammes / Christopher Dell, Bernd Kniess, Dominique Peck and Anna Richter



Conference venue

The conference is a joint event of the Italian research network “Tracce Urbane / Urban Traces”, Association of European 
School of Planning (AESOP) Thematic Group Public Spaces and Urban Cultures hosted by Sapienza University of Rome.

The conference will be held on December 11th and 13th, 2017, at the Faculty of Engineering, Sapienza University of 
Rome, via Eudossiana 18, Rome, in the centre of the city, near the Coliseum and the church of St. Peter in Chains.
It will be held on December 12th, 2017, at the Sapienza University of Rome, Faculty of Architecture, piazza Borghese 
9, Rome, in the centre of the city, near via del Corso.
For inscriptions and any further information look at the website: http://tracceurbane.org/next-conference-2017/
The conference is free and open to everyone. The fieldtrip on December 11th, 2017 is free and open to everyone, 
but the inscription on the website is needed. The dinner at S.Cu.P.! on December 12th, 2017, is open to everyone 
and has a cost of around € 10,00. The inscription on the website is needed, as well.


